September 5-12, 2025

The Mid-South Tribune Sports

Sports & Entertainment

Sports page 1

Black Information Highway.com

Memphis Tigers open
season with blowout
over UT Chattanooga

By William M. Larsha, Jr.,
Senior Sports Correspondent
The Mid-South Tribune
and the
Black Information Highway

MEMPHIS- The Memphis
Tigers football team had its sea-
son opener at home on August
30, 2025 hosting UT Chatta-
nooga at Simmons Bank Liberty
Stadium. The Tigers over-
whelmed Chattanooga with a 45-
10 victory. The win extended the
Tigers home opening win streak
to 12 games. They are now 12-0
against FCS opponents since
2013.

New quarterback Brandon
Lewis was responsible for 2
touchdowns. He threw for 199
yards and ran for a team high 81
yards. Chattanooga opened the
game with an onside kick that
they recovered. After the drive
stalled, they attempted a field

The Tigers have now
scored 20) or more points in
41 consecutive games.
That is the longest such
streak in the country. After
Demarco Ward's 27-yard
pick six, the Tigers have
forced at least one turn-
over in 17 of the last 21
games.

goal which was blocked by the
Tigers' William Whitlow, Jr.
who returned it 15 yards. Shortly
afterward, Gerd Derosiers, Jr.
ran it in from 8 yards for the first
score.

Tiger running back Sutton Smith
returned to action after being in-
jured all of last season. He made
his mark with a 35-yard touch-
down run to make the score 14-
0 in the first quarter. The route
was on.

The Tigers have now scored 20
or more points in 41 consecutive
games. That is the longest such
streak in the country. After De-
marco Ward's 27-yard pick six,
the Tigers have forced at least
one turnover in 17 of the last 21
games.

The Tigers head to Atlanta next
week to take on Georgia State.

“Hurt So Bad” Turns 60.
Little Anthony & Brooke
Moriber Deliver a Soul-Meets-
Country Duet for the Ages
See sports-Ent. page 5
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Hoops for St. Jude Tip Off Classic

returns to the FedExForum with
a doubleheader on October 27

Tickets on sale September 9

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The Hoops
for St. Jude Tip Off Classic is
back for another year, bringing
together big-name programs,
hometown pride and a powerful
cause. On Monday, Oct. 27, Fe-
dExForum will host the 2nd-an-
nual event, featuring a men’s and
women’s basketball double-
header that pits the University of
Memphis against Vanderbilt and
Arkansas, with proceeds benefit-
ing St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.

For the second-straight year,
both University of Memphis pro-
grams will be part of the presea-
son doubleheader, showcasing
an evening of basketball and pur-
pose.

Game schedule (Central
Time , airing on ESPNU):

*5:30 p.m. — Memphis
Women’s Basketball vs. Van-
derbilt

*8:00 p.m. — Memphis Men’s
Basketball vs. Arkansas

The men’s game will feature a
special storyline, as former
Tigers head coach John Calipari
returns to Memphis for the first

time since 2009, leading the Ra-
zorbacks against Penny Harda-
way’s Tigers. Calipari guided
Memphis to the 2008 national
championship game and spent
nine seasons with the program.
Hardaway will get his first look
of an entirely new squad that fea-
tures 15 players who weren’t in
Memphis last season.

Earlier in the evening, Alex
Simmons and the Memphis
women’s team will face in-state
rival Vanderbilt in the programs’
first meeting since December
2017. The Tigers and Commo-
dores have squared off 16 times
in history.

Please see sports page 4

Tennessee Titans ready to take on

Denver Broncos in season opener

Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025 * 3:05 p.m.
CDT « Empower Field at Mile
High * Denver, Colo. » TV: FOX-
NASHVILLE — The Tennessee
Titans (0-0) launch their season
this week on the road against the
Denver Broncos (0-0). Kickoff at
Empower Field at Mile High
(capacity 76,125) is scheduled
for 2:05 p.m. MDT/3:05 p.m.
CDT on Sunday, Sept. 7.

NASHVILLE, TN - Sunday
marks the fourth season opener
in Titans/Oilers history against
the Broncos and the second in a
six-year span. The Titans trav-
eled to Mile High for a Monday
night opener in 2020, and in a
stadium without fans present due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
they won 16-14. Prior to 2020,
the last Week 1 meeting between
the franchises was a 30-17 Oilers
loss at Denver in 1972, preceded
by an Oilers home win in 1966.

The contest will be regionally
televised on FOX, including
Nashville affiliate WZTV FOX
17. The broadcast team includes
play-by-play announcer Adam
Amin, analyst Mark Sanchez and
reporter Kristina Pink.

Fans in Nashville can stream live
Titans games on mobile devices
with NFL+, which offers access
to local games and all primetime
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games on phones and tablets.
Out of market, fans can watch
every Sunday afternoon game
with Sunday Ticket. More infor-
mation on ways to watch NFL
games can be found at
nfl.com/ways-to-watch.

The Titans Radio Network and
Nashville flagship 104.5 The
Zone carry all Titans games ac-
ross the Mid-South with play-by-
play announcer Taylor Zarzour,
analyst Dave McGinnis, execu-
tive producer Rhett Bryan, game-
day host Lucas Panzica, and
sideline reporters Amie Wells
and Will Boling.

CALLAHAN, BORGONZI
AND WARD BEGIN FIRST
SEASON TOGETHER
Head coach Brian Callahan is en-
tering his second campaign in
Tennessee. He was hired as the
20th head coach in franchise his-
tory in 2024 after serving five
seasons as the offensive coordi-
nator for the Cincinnati Bengals.
With the trip to Denver, he re-
turns to where his NFL coaching
career began in 2010. His tenure
on the Broncos coaching staff
lasted six seasons, highlighted by
the team’s victory in Super Bowl

50.
Early in the 2025 offseason, the
Titans hired Mike Borgonzi as
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the 15th general manager in fran-
chise history. Borgonzi spent the
past 16 seasons with the Kansas
City Chiefs, most recently in the
role of assistant general manager.
During his time in Kansas City,
he contributed to 12 playoff sea-
sons, 10 AFC West titles (2010,
2016-24) and three Super Bowl
victories (2019, 2022-23).

With Borgonzi's first pick as
general manager, the Titans se-
lected quarterback Cam Ward
with the No. 1 overall selection
in the 2025 NFL Draft. Ward be-
came the first No. 1 overall pick
for the franchise since running
back Earl Campbell in 1978. In
five total college seasons at In-
carnate Word (2020-21), Wash-
ington State (2022-23) and
Miami (2024), Ward passed for
18,184 total yards and set an
NCAA Division I (FBS/FCS)
record with 158 career passing
touchdowns. In his one cam-
paign with the Hurricanes, he
was named first-team AP All-
American after throwing for
4,313 yards and 39 touchdowns.
Ward started each of the Titans'
three preseason matchups. His
preseason numbers included 10
completions and 145 yards on 19
passing attempts. This week, he
can join Marcus Mariota (2015)

Please see sports page 4

Meet some of
BIHMST Sports
Correspondents

William M. Larsha, Jr.

Ashley Braun Gendek

BIHMST Travelers, join
correspondents
William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun Gendek
in their sports coverage of
University of
Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, TN Titans,
Southern Heritage Classic,
FedEx St. Jude Champion-
ship, Memphis Showboats,
UFL, NFL, Soccer and more
on
The Mid-South Tribune and
the Black Information
Highway at
blackinformationhighway.
com
Welcome, Travelers!
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Sec. of Defense Pete Hegseth
JJHonors TN Police Dept. |

see sports-Military 2
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TN Dept. of Transportation
Campaign Wins Six Awards |

for Litter Prevention
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assmaster Names Top Stu- I
dent Athlete Anglers

| see sporis page 3 |
IMemphis Hustle Announces I
Tip Off Tournament and Reg-

lular Schedule [
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IPenny Hardaway Lands 6-11 I
IFoot Transfer
see sports page 4 I
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